[Chronic brain edema in neurocysticercosis].
In a retrospective study, we report the clinical characteristics of chronic brain oedema (CBO) in 34 patients with neurocysticercosis (NCC) who presented diffuse brain oedema upon computed tomography (CT) as a common point. All patients received dextrochlorpheniramine, and, 94.1% of them also albendazole. A predominance of females (73.5%) aged 11-40 years (92.3%) was seen. Headache occurred in 94.1% of patients, nausea/vomiting in 47.1%, epileptic manifestations in 41.1% and psychiatric disorders in 38.2%. Hyperreflexia was obtained in 82.3% of patients, papilloedema in 58.8% and normal neurological examination in 11.8%. The CT scan of the brain showed an association of oedema with calcifications in 61.8% of cases. The cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) pressure was higher before than after treatment (p < 0.05). At the last visit, 79.4% of patients were currently asymptomatic (57.1% of them without medication). It is pointed out that CBO may be an antigenic manifestation in NCC without the concomitant presence of parasitic cysts and may represent an additional clinical condition associated with benign intracranial hypertension.